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Synopsis

What does someone do after putting their whole life up for sale on eBay, then travelling the world for
two years with a list of 100 lifetime goals and a challenging timeframe of 100 weeks, and finally
selling the rights for the whole amazing story to Walt Disney Pictures? Why, they go and buy their
own private Caribbean island, of course! The author’s continuing quest for amazing adventures and
incredible experiences take him to the beautiful tropical archipelago of Bocas del Toro, on the
Caribbean coast of Panama. There he somehow ends up purchasing his own private Caribbean
island - it sounds like a dream come true, doesn’t it? Maybe not! The trials and tribulations of a
gringo trying to make a home on an overgrown island make for a fascinating portrayal of life in this
challenging area of the world. Sinking boats, defective chainsaws, document forgery and aggressive
roosters are just a small sample of the hurdles facing a tired traveller who really just wants to lie in a
hammock sipping margaritas for a while! "Paradise Delayed" may make you re-consider the nature

of the Caribbean island dream, or may just inspire to find your own adventure of a lifetime.
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Customer Reviews

This is a quick and fun read from a writer who makes you feel like you are part of the adventure. |
have never been to Panama, Bocas Town, or Rana Azul but felt as though | was living the
experience as | read the book. The tales of comedic and troublesome adventures are interesting
and fun to read. Although | would probably never choose a remote island lifestyle, | am adding
Bocas Town and Rana Azul to my bucket list of places to visit (or stay for ??7?)"Every place can be a

paradise - you just gotta figure out which one is yours"PS: This seems a bit like a new episode of



the infamous "Gilligan’s Island" with the misadventures of main character (lan) having an alarming
resemblance to those of Gilligan on the popular sitcom. Maybe the island should be named
"GilliglAN’s Island”

| really enjoyed reading Mr. Usher’s latest book, about how he built a house and set up a home, but
more importantly, contributed to a vibrant community in a fairly remote location. Lots of great stories,
related in breezy, bite-size chapters. | found myself retelling several of the funnier (mis)adventures

to my family and friends.What will he be up to next? Stay tuned...

Paradise Delayed is a well written, amusing collection of anecdotes about setting up home in Bocas
del Toro. lan gives the reader a feeling that you have just shared a beer or two at Rana Azul and
heard all of these stories first hand. You also get the impression that there are many more stories
that for one reason or another, just didn’t quite make the cut. Reading this, it made me feel lucky
that he stayed alive long enough to write it, given the danger he seemingly put himself in some time.
Hopefully there is more to come one day about this adventure or the next as it doesn’t seem that he

will be stopping any time soon.

a ,ceWelcome to Paradox!a « A great friend of mine always says that. He lives in the same part of
Panama as lan Usher, the author of this book.l borrowed his words because they so aptly illustrate
the best thing about lan Usherd ™s book. His dream becomes a reality, yet somehow itd ™s not
what he imagined. Sometimes it is far worse, but more often it surpasses his ideala "only in highly
unexpected ways. When most people picture life in a tropical paradise, do they see themselves
homesteadinga "clearing land and slaying chickens for dinner? | don& ™t think so.And then there’s
the matter of what to do with your days once your building project is finished. As lan points out, early
retirement can sometimes arrive too soon.| love the way lan Usher writes. | applaud what he leaves
out and what he chooses to put in. He always seems to put in the right number of life-affirming
anecdotes. |1a ™ve decided he is bent on a mission to bring the human family closer together, even
if he doesna ™t know it yet. So, go ahead and join the party! | was glad | did. After | finished this
new book of his, | realized once more that everything was right with my world. Thank you, lan
Usher.

lan tells a good story, and the most enjoyable part of it is that it's all true. Ah, this is the life in

Panama as an expat. lan has a few years living in Panama under his belt, and those that are even



remotely interested in the Caribbean side of Panama, and specifically Bocas del Toro (even if an
island purchase is not in your plan) should make his book part of their research on the country.Like
lan, I've personally experienced the ups and downs of expat-hood in Panama myself, and published
a guide to Panama (The Gringo Guide to Panama - What to Know Before You Go in 2012 on .
There’s no doubt that lan and his family’s experiences and their Lessons Learned can be useful if
you’re looking into moving to Panama or relocating to Panama as an expat - especially from an
English speaking country like the U.S., Canada or the U.K.I'll be watching with interest to see what

adventures lan and his family continue to pursue!
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